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Project Lesson 1: 
Reading in the 5th Position

•  Strings 3 & 2
•  Strings 5 & 4
•  The High “A” Note
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POSITION 5 - Overview:

The fifth position allows for excellent scale tone placement and ease of playability for pieces 
in the following keys:

 n C Major

 n F Major

 n G Major

 n Bb Major

 n Eb Major

Fifth position also works as an excellent compliment to Position Four.

Music Reading Phase One   -   Project Lesson 1

SECTION ONE: Reading in the 5th Position - Strings 3 & 2
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24-Note Drill: Perform the 24 notes as; quarter, eighth, and sixteenth-note durations.

Study #1).   Tempo = __________________ b.p.m. (beats per minute)

5th Position - Second String Note Layout:

Example one below shows the notes of: E, F, and G in the fifth position on the second string.

IMPORTANT: Throughout this course, circled numbers represent guitar strings. Numbers 
next to tones represent the fret-board hand finger used to play the specific tone. 

Example #1). Fifth position, second string notes.
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& œ œ œ
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1 2 4

A B C

B C D
G A
D E F
A B C

The 5th Position 

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ



Study #2). Learn to play the following second string 5th position melody.
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SECTION ONE: Second String Note Layout Continued...
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& 44        

& œ œ œ œ œ œ    w

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ  œ œ w

5th Position - Third String Note Layout:

Example two below shows the notes of: B, C, and D in the fourth position on the third string.

Example #2). Fourth position, second string notes.

& œ œ œ
B C D

l

1 2 4

IMPORTANT: Notes from fifth positions third guitar string are technically located within 
the fourth position on the fingerboard.

Study #3). Learn to play this short piece applying third string 4th position notes.

& 44 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ   œ œ  œ Œ 




